gelism had been illegal in these countr
years, numerous churches were unprepare

Pre [ i de N -t Da"e Pa-t -t g for the new opportunities. The need to reach you

people in the East began to weigh heavy on my h‘ea_

Dear Friends, But, God's invitation didn’t come until several years
later, in the spring of 1992. With a clarity | have

My life was changed forever when God invited me only experienced a couple of times in my life, God

into his mission. opened my eyes to his heart and vision for the re-
gion, and he gave his call to join him in reaching

When the walls of communism fell in 1989, my wife the next generation in Central and Eastern Europe.

and | were working with young people on military

bases in Germany. The collapse of the Iron Curtain Missions always begin with the heart of God.

opened new doors for the gospel, so our organiza- He is the one who opens eyes, redeems hearts,

tion began taking teams into Hungary and Poland and calls people to himself. He is always on mission

to share Jesus with young people. Since youth evan- and the one who graciously calls us to join him.




Sitting in a wooden chair on the end of a lake in southern
Wisconsin, at the end of two days of fasting and prayer, | wrote
a simple phrase at the top of my paper: “A movement of God
among the youth of Central and Eastern Europe that finds its
home in the local church and transforms society.” Reflecting
on what that movement could look like, | realized it was worth
giving the rest of my life to.

Just over a year later, in November of 1993, my wife

and | and our dear friends Dan and Laura Hash moved

to Czech and Poland to start Josiah Venture. We desired to find
and equip young Josiahs who, like the Biblical king of old,
would seek God in their youth and be used by him to rebuild
the house of God, restore the Word of God to a central place,
and bring revival to their lands.

This last year, in 2023, we celebrated 30 years of God's faithful-
ness to this vision. He has been faithful to his call and drawn
many young people to himself. He has faithfully built a gifted
team with over 350 staff members in 18 countries. He is faith-
ful to his mission to transform us through the power of Jesus
Christ and share that transformation with those around us.

Faithful to build his Church
Beginning with just two local fellowships, the Josiah Venture
team now serves over 700 churches in Central and Eastern
Europe. They are bringing renewal and equipping a new gen-
eration of leaders for evangelical churches, holding out the
light of Jesus in countries in great need of the gospel. Hun-
dreds of churches in the United States, Canada, and the UK
have partnered with us in these efforts. ,
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Faithful to reach the lost

Over the years, God has revealed evangelistic methods
through five main “highways" of Camps, Schools, Music,
Sports, and Media. Our camps gather unbelievers for a week
of relationships and gospel sharing during the summer,
while our school teams give lectures and special programs

in schools throughout the year. Fusion choirs help churches
reach young people through music, and Edge teams draw

in young men and women through sports. Various social
media outreaches provide resources for youth leaders online
and take the gospel to the smartphones where young people
spend so much of their time.

Faithful to equip leaders

Jesus is our model for training, and we work to get young
leaders rooted in the life of Christ and equipped to make dis-
ciples in his steps. This training occurs in seminars and con-
ferences and through individual mentoring and coach-

ing. Young leaders experiencing their first ministry are
teachable and passionate. They are best equipped to reach
their generation and then go on to become disciplemakers,
elders, and pastors among adults.

2023EXPENSE
BREAKDOIWN

2 .5% Fundraising
1 ®% Administration

87 .5% Program
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camps over the p

Through this year’s e\
camps, 569 unbelievers prt
new faith in Jesus Christ

and 489 students reaffirmed
their faith.

Other evangelism activities
including Fusion, Edge, and EXIT
impacted 43,813 individuals. These
activities included evangelistic
presentations in schools, mission
trips, and more.

Amid the continuing war
in Ukraine, the Epokha team
(our local partner organization

in Ukraine) had many opportunities

to share the gospel and saw
145 individuals profess faith
in Christ through these efforts.

2023IIINISTRY
REPORT

Leadership

Development Discipleship

Youth Ministry Rec
continued this year i
with 1,455 attendees.

This year, JV hosted 65 interns,
continuing to see a greater share
of national interns than second-
culture interns.

Enrollment in the Central . 19636

European campus of ForMission PROFESSIO
College has increased, with TH TN €K
23 students enrolled across all o :
three years.




nour
~ interactive website, or download
our mobile app, called the Josiah
Venture Prayer Room, available now
for iPhone and Android.

P.O Box 4317 | Wheaton, IL 60189-4317 | 630.221.9332 | josiahventure.com

LOOKINGFORWARD

As we look to the future, we are
convinced that the last 30 years
are only the beginning of what

God desires to accomplish through
the youth movement in this region.
Communism is a distant memo-

ry, and the current generation is
well-informed, well-traveled, and con-
stantly connected. Yet, the need for
Jesus is just as real today as it was
when Josiah Venture began.

During this next year, we will con-
tinue to hold out the light of Jesus
in the midst of an ongoing war

in Ukraine. We are working to recruit
new national workers from the youth
generation onto the team—and pray-
ing for an increase of 10% this year.

Give

josiahventure.com/give

Give to a specific Josiah Venture
project, intern, or missionary. We
have almost 180 missionary staff

who are from the countries in which

they are serving.

The Albania camp land we have been
working to acquire is still in motion,
and the purchase may be complete
by the time you receive this letter.
Currently, JV has training or camp
facilities in five countries.

Most of all, we will remain on mission
with Jesus as he seeks and saves

a new generation of believers in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe.

Dave Patty
President, Josiah Venture

josiahventure.com/missiontrip

Join a mission trip with Josiah
Venture, and share the gospel
in English cross-culturally.

venture



